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Then “' k maJ = b ^ r ' r - 

Lean but upon a ru{h. 

The cicatrice and capable imprejfure 

Tn Zll f ° me T° mentS kce PS- Shakefp. As you like it. 
I o Imprint, v.a. [ imprinter , French.] 

*• To mark upon any fubftance by prefl'ure. 

..P ne . and , the fame fea, » im iprinted upon pieces of wax of 
d^- ent colours. Holder’s Elements of Spee.h. 

Havmg fury eyed the .mage of God in the foul of man, we 
are not to omit thofe characters of majefty that God imprinted 
npon the body. ' South’s Sermons. 

ohe amid It his fpacious meadows flows; 

Inclines her urn upon his fatten’d lands. 

And fees his num’rous herds inprint her fands. Prior. 
7 . To ftamp words upon paper by the ufe of types. 

3* To fix on the mind or memory. 

There is a kind of conveying of effectual and imprinting 
pallages, amongfl compliments, which is of lingular ufe. Bat 
When we fet before our eyes a round globe, the idea im- 
P n *i d !" our |nind is of aflat circle, varioufly fhadowed. Loc. 

Wehave all thofe ideas in our underftandings which we can 
make the objeCts of our thoughts, without the help of thofe 
lenfible qualities which firft imprinted them. Locke 

Retention is the power to revive again in our minds thofe 
ideas, which, after imprinting, have difappeared. Locke. 

By familiar acquaintance he has got the ideas of thofe two 
different things diftinflly imprinted on his mind. Locke. 

1 o Jmpri son. v. a. [emprifinner , Fr. in and prifon.l To fhut 
up; to confine; to keep from liberty. 

He imprifon’d was in chains remedilefs; 

For that Htppolytus’ rent corfe he did redrefs. Fa. Queen. 

Now we arc in the ftrect, he firft of all, 

Improvidently proud, creeps to the wall; 

And fo imprifon’d and hemm’d in by me, 

Sells for a little ftate his liberty. Donne. 

Try to imprifm the refiftlefs wind ; 

Sb fwift is guilt, fo hard to fe confin’d. Dryden. 

If a man imprifons himfelf inhisclolet, and employs reafon 
to find out the nature of the corporeal world, without experi¬ 
ments, he vyill frame a fcheme of chimeras. JVatts. 

It is not improbable, that all the virtual heat in the juices 
of vegetables, metals, and minerals may be owing to the adtion 
of the imprifirud rays. Cheynes Phil. Princ. 

Imprisonment, n.f. [ emprif nnement, Fr. from imprifin] Con¬ 
finement; daufure; ftate of being Ihut in prifon. It may be 
written emprifonment. 

His finews waxen weak and raw, * 

Through long imprifonment and hard conftraint. F. Queen. 

Which fhall I firft bewail. 

Thy bondage or loft fight. 

Thou art become, O worft imprifonment ! 

The dungeon of thyfelf. Milton's Agonifles. 

From retentive cage 

When fullen Philomel efcapes, her notes 
She varies, and of paft imprifonment 
Sweetly complains. Phillips. 

Count Serini, ftill clofe prifoncr in this caftle, loft his fenfes 
by his long imprifonment and afflictions. Addifin. 

It is well if they don’t fix the brand of herefy on the man 
who is leading them out of their long imprifonment , and loofc- 
ing the fetters of their fouls. U atts's Inpr. of the Mind. 

Improrabi'lity. n.f [from improbable . ] Unlikelihood; 

difficulty to be believed. 

The difficulty being fo great, and the improbability of at¬ 
tempting this fuccefsfully, it was but reafon that a folid foun¬ 
dation fhould be laid. Hammond. 

As to the improbabilities of a fpirit appearing, I boldly an- 
fwer him, that aheroick poet is not tied to the"bare reprefen- 
tation of what is true, or exceeding probable. Dryden. 

Improvable, adj. [improbable , Fr. improbability Lat. in and 
probable.] Unlikely; incredible. 

This account of party-patches will appear improbable to 
thofe who live at a diftance from the fafhionablc world. Addifi 
Impro'babLy. adv. [from improbable.] 
l. Without likelihood. 

?. In a manner not to be approved. Obfolete. 

Ariftotle tells us, if a drop of wine be put into ten thou- 
fand meufures of water, the wine being overpowered, will be 
turned into water; he (peaks very improbably. Boyle, 

'lo Impro'bate. v.a. [in and probo , Latin.] Not to ap¬ 
prove. Ainfworth. 

I.mproba Tfov. n.f. [improbatio, Latin; improbation, French.] 
ACt of dilallowing. Ainfworth. 

Impro'bity. n.f. [ improbitas, improbus, Latin.] Want of 
honefty ; dilhonefty ; bafenefs 

He was perhaps cxcommunicablc, yea, and caft out for no¬ 
torious improbity. Hooker. 

We balante the improbity of the one with the improbity of 
the other. L’Eftrange. 

6 . . 


To Improli'ficate. v.a. [in and prolifuL] To imoremun 
to fecundate. A word not ufed. J 1 ?regnate; 


A difficulty in the doflrine of eggs is how the fp erm of 
cock improlifcatiSy and makes the oval conception fruitful!* 

IMPRO'PER adj. [impropre, Fr. impr^us,' LriZf'™'' 

1. Not well adapted; unqualified. ■* 

As every fcience requires a peculiar genius, fo likewi.V 
there is a genius peculiarly improper for every one. L ur J 

2. Unfit; not conducive to the right end. 

r he methods ufed in an original difeafe would be verv 
proper in a gouty cafe. onL*' 

3. Not juft; not accurate. m • 

He difappear’d, was ratify’d; 

For ’tis improper fpeech to fay he dy’d : 

He was exhal’d. j, . . 

Improperly, adv. [from improper.] 

1. Not fitly; incongruoufly. 

2. Not juftly; not accurately. 

Improperly we meafure life by breath ; 

Such do not truly live who merit death. Dryd Juvenal 

J hey alluring me of their affiftance in correcting my faults 
where 1 fpoke improperly, I was encouraged. Dryden 

To Impro'priate. v.a. [in and proprius, Latin.] 

1. To convert to private ufe; to feize to himfelf. 

For the pardon of the reft, the king thought it not fit it 
lhould pafs by parliament; the better, being matter of grace 
to impropriate the thanks to himfelf. Bacons Henry VII* 

2. To put the poffeffions of the church into the hands of 
Jaicks. 


Mrs Gulfton being poffeffed of the impropriate parfonaee 
of Bard well in Suffolk, did procure from the king leave to 
annex the fame to the vicarage. Spe'man 

Impropriation, n.f [from impropriate.] * 

An impropriati.n is properly fo called when the church land 
is in the hands of a layman; and an appropriation is when it 
is in the hands of a bifhop, college, or religious houfe, thouoh 
fometimes thefe terms arc confounded. Ayliffe’s Parer-on. 

Having an impropriation in hiscftate,‘hc took a courfe to 
difpofe of it for the augmentation of the vicarage. Spe’man. 
Impropriator, n.f. [from impropriate.] A layman that has 
the poffeffion of the lands of the church. 

Where the vicar leafes his glebe, the tenant muft pay the 
great tythes to the reClor or impropriator. Ayliffe’s Peucrg. 
Impropriety, n.f. [impropriety Fr. frem improprius, Latin.] 
Unfitnefs; unfuitablenefs; inaccuracy ; want of juftnefs. 

Thefe mighty ones, whofe ambition could fufter them to be 
called gods, would never be flattered into immortality; but 
the proudeft have been convinced of the impropriety of that 
appellation. Broutn’s Vulg. Errours. 

Many grofs improprieties , however authorized by practice, 
ought to be difearded. Swift. 

Impro'sperous. adj. [in and profperous.] Unhappy; unfor¬ 
tunate ; not fucccfsful. 

1 his method is in the defign probable, how improfperous fo- 
ever the wickcdnefs of men hath rendered the luccefs of 
lf - _ Hammond on Fundamentals. 

Our pride fcduces us at once into the guilt of bold, and 
punifhment of improfperous rebels. Decay of Piety. 

Seven revolving years are wholly run. 

Since the improfperous voyage we begun. Dryden’s An. 
Im prosperously, adv. [from improfperous.] Unhappily; un- 
fuccefsfully ; with ill fortune. 

This experiment has been but very improfperoufly at¬ 
tempted. Boyle. 

Improvable, adj. [from improve.] Capable of being "ad¬ 
vanced from a good to a better ftate; capable of melioration. 

Adventures in knowledge arc laudable, and the effays of 
weaker heads afford improvable hints unto better. Brown. 

We have ftock enough, and that too of fo improvable a na¬ 
ture, that is, capable df infinite advancement. Decay of Piety. 

Man is accommodated with moral principles, improvable by 
the exercife of his faculties. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Animals are not improvable beyond theirproper genius: a dog 
will never learn to mew, nor a cat to bark. Crew’s Cofmol. 

I have a fine fpread of improvable lands, and am already 
planting woods and draining marlhes. Addifin s Spectator. 
Impro'vableness. n.f. [from improvable.] Capablcnefs of 
being made better. 

Impro'vably. adv. [from improvable.] In a manner that ad¬ 
mits of melioration. 

ToImpro've. v.a. [in and probus. Quafs probum faccre. Skin¬ 
ner.] 

1. To advance any thing nearer to perfection; to raife from 
good to better. We amend a bad, but improve a good thing. 

I love not to improve the honour of the living by impairing 
that of the dead. , Denham. 

Heaven feems improv'd with a fuperior ray. 

And the bright arch reflects a double day. Fope. 

2. [In and prove; impnuver, Fr. improbo , Lat.J To difprove. 

Though the prophet Jeremy was unjuftly accufed, yet doth 
not that improve any thing that I have faid. Irhitgifit. 

fo 


. Fairy Qtteen. 
Want of fore- 



To Impro'v e. a »■ To advance in goodnefs. 

Wc take care to improve in our frugality and diligence; vir¬ 
tues which become us, particularly in times of war. Atterb. 
Improvement, n.f. [from improve.] 

' Melioration; advancement of any thing from good to better. 
Some virtues tend to the prefervation of health, and others 
to the improvement and fecurity of eftates. Tillotfin. 

2 . Ac £ l of improving. , . , , 

The parts of Sinon, Camilla, and fome few others, are 
improvements on the Greek poet. Addijon’s Spetlaior. 

. Progrefs from good to better. , . 

There is a defign of pubfilhing the hiftory of architecture, 
with its fevcral improvements and decays. Addifin. 

Inftrucftion; edification. 

I look upon your city as the heft place of improvement: from 
the fchool we go to the univerfity, but from the univerfities to 
London. South. 

Kffecft of melioration. 

Love is the greateftof human affections, and friendlhip ihe 
nohleft and molt refined improvement of love. South. 

Improver, n f. [from impiove.] 

1. One that makes himfelf or any thing effe better. , 

They were thegreateft improvers of thofe qualifications with 
which courts ufed to be adorned. Clarendon. 

The firft darted ideas have been examined, and many effec¬ 
tually confuted by the late improvers of this way. Locke. 

Homer is like a fkilful improver , who places a beautiful 
ftatue fo as to anfwer feveral viftas. Pope. 

2. Any thing that meliorates. 

Chalk is a very great improver of mod lands. Mr timer. 

ImpRovi'ded. adj. [ improvijus , Latin; imprevu, Fr.] Un- 
forefeen ; unexpected ; unprovided againft. 

She fuborned hath 

This crafty meffenger with letters vain. 

To work new woe, and improvided fcath. 

By breaking off the band betwixt us twain. 
Improvidence, n.f. [from improvident ] 
thought; want of caution. 

Men would efcape floods by running up to mountains ; and 
though fome might perifh through improvidence , or through the 
fudden inundation of a deluge, many Would efcape. Hale. 

The improvidence of my neighbour muft not make me in¬ 
human. L'Ejirange. 

IMPROVIDENT, adj. [improvidus , Latin.] Wanting fore- 
caft; wanting care to provide. 

Improvident foldicrs, had your watch been good. 

This fudden mifehief never could have fall’n. Shak. H. VI. 

When men well have fed, the blood being warm, 

Then are they moft improvident of harm. Daniel’s Ci. IVar. 

I fhall conclude this digreffion, and return to the time w’hcn 
that brilk and improvident refolution was taken. Clarendon. 

This were an improvident revenge in the young ones, 
whereby, in defect of provifion, they muft deftroy themfelves. 

Brown's Vulgar Errow s. 
ImproVidently. adv. [from improvident.] Without fore¬ 
thought ; without care. 

Now we are in the ftreet, he firft of all, 

Improvidently proud, creeps to the wall; 

And fo imprifon’d, and hemm’d in by me, 

Sells for a little ftate his liberty. Donne. 

Improvi'sion. n.f. [in and provifion.] Want of forethought. 

Her improvifion would be juftly accufable. Brown. 

Imprudence, n.f. [imprudence, Fr. imprudentia, Lat.] Want 
icinnrr ^r^ e ’ indilcrction; negligence; inattention to intereft. 
IMPRU'DENT. adj. [imprudent, Y r. imprudent, Lat.] Wanting 
prudence; injudicious; indifcrcet; negligent. 

There is no fuch imprudent perlon as he that neglcfls God 
• and his foul. Tillotfin. 

Impudence, ln.fi [impudence, Fr. impudentia, Lat.] Shame- 
Impudency. j leffnefs ; immodefty. 

I ne’er heard yet 

That any of thefe bolder vices wanted 
Lefs impudence to gain fay what they did, 

Thantoperform it firft Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

Nor did Noah s open infirmity juftify Cham’s impudence, or 
exempt him from that curfe of being fervant of "fervants. 

Thofe clear truths, that either their own evidefc^fortes^s 
denv° adm,t ’ ^ C ° mm ° n ex P eriencc makes it impudence to 

P.VIPUDENT. adj. [impudent, Fr. impudent, Latin.] Shtmt- 
Jefs; wanting modefty. 

It is not a confident brow, nor the throng of words that 

TT than , ‘^dqyt faweind! from you, can 
thruft me from a level confidcration. Shakefb. Henry IV 

When we behold an angel, not to fear, ^ 

modefty. 

At once affail 

With open mouths, and impudently rail. 


Why lhould foft Fabius impudently bear 
Names gain’d by conqueft in the Gallick war ? 

Why lays he claim to Hercules his ftrain. 

Yet dares be bafe, effeminate, and vain ? Dryden. 

ToIMPU'GN. v.a. [jmpugner, Fr. impttgno, Lat.] To attack J 
to affault. 

Of a ftrange nature is the fuit you follow» 

Yet in fuch rule, that the Venetian law 
Cannot impugn you. Shalefp. Merch. of Vtnice . 

I cannot think myfclf engaged to difeourfe of lots, as to 
their nature, ufe, and allowablenefs; and that not only in 
matters of moment and bufinefs, but alfo of recreation, which 
is indeed impugned by fome, though better defended by others. 

South's Sermons. 

St. Hierom reporteth, that he faw one of thefe in his time; 
but the truth hereof I will not ralhly impugn , or over-boldly 
affirm. Peacham on Drawing. 

Impu'gner. n.f. [from impugn.] One that attacks or invades. 

Impui'ssance. n.f. [French J Impotence; inability; weak- 
nefs; feeblenefs. 

As he would not truft Ferdinando and Maximilian for flip- 
ports of war, fo the iinguffance of the one, and the double 
proceeding of the other, lay fair for him for occafions to ac¬ 
cept of peace. Baccn’s Henry \ II. 

TMPULSEi n.f. [impulfus, Latin.] 

1. Communicated force; the effect ofone body adling upon another. 

If thefe little impufes fet the great wheels of devoth n on 
work, the largenefs and height of that (hall not at all be pre¬ 
judiced by the fmalnefs of its occafion. South's Sermons. 

bodies produce ideas in us manifc-ftly by impulfi. Locke. 
Bodies, from the impulfi of a fluid, can only gravitate in 
proportion to their furfaccs, and not according to their quan¬ 
tity of matter, which is contrary to experience. CEyne. 

2. Influence ading upon the mind ; motive; idea. 

Mean time, by Jove’s impulfi, Mezentius arm’d, 
Succeeded Turnus. Dryden’s Ain. 

Thefe were my natural impulfis for the undertaking; but 
there was an accidental motive, which was full as forcible. Dry. 

Mofes faw the bulh burn without being confumed, and 
heard a voice out of it: this was fomething, befides finJing 
an impulfi upon his mind to go to Pharaoh, that he might bring 
his brethren out of Egypt. Locke 

Hoftile impreffion. 

Like two great rocks againft the raging tide, 

Unmov’d the two united chiefs abide, 

Suftain th’ impulfi, and receive the war. Prior 

Impulsion, n f. [ impulfnn, Fr. impulfus, Latin.] 

1. The agency of body in motion upon body. 

The motion in the minute parts of any Glid body paffeth 
without found ; for that found that is heard fometimes is pro¬ 
duced only by the breaking of the air, and not by the impul- 
of the air. Natural Hiftory. 

I o the impufton there is requifite the force of the body that 
moveth, and the refiftance of the body that is moved ; and if 

fmall 0 -? ra 00 , great ,’ V > icldeth t0 ° and if it be too 

fmall, it relifteth too little. Bacons Natural hiftory , 

2. Influence operating upon the mind. J 

But thou didft plead 

Divine impulfton, prompting how thou might’ft 
h ind fome occafion to infeft our foes. Milton’s A?-rin,< 

Impu *-sive. odj Fr. from mpulftf IfaSta 

power of impulfe; moving; impellent ® 

Nature and duty bind him to obedience; 

But thofe being placed in a lower fphere, 

H.s fierce ambition, like the higheft mover. 

Has hurried with a ftrong impu!five motion 
Againft their proper courle. r> „/ » P , 

Wha, i, the fountain or impul/m caufc of I ”' ’ , ' 

fin / It is pcrfeflly free grace. ^ ° f 
t’oor menf pooppapftaI we and they **'*'*'““• 
Do fome impulftve force obey, 1 

And arc but play’d with, do not play. p ■ 

M” 1TV :»/ Fr. ,„ V LL, L „ in , 
trom pun,Ihment t exemption from puniflintent. J 

n the condition of fubjedls they will eladlv 
as long as they may be protected and juftly oS I"”’ 
oppreffion on the one fide, nr _ - v governed, without 


y * trurum 

rior. | 


fee no penalty. * "™* u,l:rc 13 a crime where they 

Cam ‘'y » unhallowed; ,2 

Hypocrites aufterely talk. 

Pure Td 1 " 6 aS ,mt>Ure What God has made 
Pure, and command, to fome, leaves free to all. Milton. 

2. Unchaft* 


Donne. 


LONDON, 1755 THE WARNOCK LIBRARY OctaVO 





























































































































